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Luther‘s Passional

OLD TESTAMENT (11 stories)

• Creation (5)

• Patriarchal narrative (1)

• Exodus, Moses, iron serpent (5)

NEW TESTAMENT (39 stories)

• Nativity story (8)

• Works of Jesus (6)

• Passion (16)

• Time after Passion (9)

BEING ADVENTUROUS 490 YEARS AGO



BEING ADVENTUROUS 490 YEARS AGO

“I adjudge good to put the old 

passional to the preaching booklet 

at the very most for the children’s 

and simple-minded sake 

who will be moved better to keep in 

mind the divine stories by image and 

parable than by mere word or lesson 

as St. Mark witnessed 

that also Christ was preaching 

parables for the simple-minded sake.”



1 .  B E . . . !



1. BE...!

👩🏼👨🏽

🧒



2 .  W I T H T H E B I B L E



2. WITH

THE BIBLE -

WHICH BIBLE?



2.1 TYPES
1. Biblical picture books 

(dominating pictures, 

little text)

Kees de Kort, 1984-87

2. Learning bibles or commentary bibles 

(oriented at the original text and theologically 

pedagogically motivated insights)

Rainer Oberthür / Rita Burrichter, 2007



2.1 TYPES
3. Story bibles, offering a simplified text 

mainly without interpretations.
Werner Laubi/ Annegreth Fuchshuber, 1994

4. Story bibles, presenting the text more openly 

in specific theological or storytelling perspectives
Rüdger Pfeffer, 1999

5. Story bibles, working with a 

fictional framework
Jörg Zink, 1981



2.1 TYPES

6. Bible fiction, presenting the biblical text in a new context for the 

sake of dramaturgy.
URL: http://www.chirho.tv



2.1 TYPES
7. Biblical comics
Rüdiger Pfeffer, 2000

8. Selective bibles, close to the adult 

text but written for youth
Hermann-Josef Frisch, 2004



2.1 AIMS AND INTENTIONS

Christian faith Heritage of language

and culture

Theological & ethical

questions of life

Pre-stage to

adult bible
Edutainment



2.2 EVALUATION 
IMAGES OF GOD



2.2 EVALUATION
JUSTICE ISSUES

Christian-Jewish dialogue

Gender questions

NT

OT

OT

NT



2.2  EVALUATION

I L L U S T R AT I O N

„The picture

always has the

final say“



WITH THE BIBLE - EVALUATION 
ILLUSTRATION 

Blessing of the

children



2.2 EVALUATION 
ILLUSTRATION 

Landgraf / Göhlich: Kinderlesebibel, 2011



3 .  A D V E N T U R O U S



3.1 THE FINE LINE

Doing justice to...

adventurer

text
audiance / 

children



3.2 HOW TO.. .

Telling



3.2 HOW TO.. .

Creating



3.2 HOW TO.. .

Playing

http://krippenspiel-kleinmachnow.de/



3.3 FIVE GUIDELINES

Be adventurous… 

1) … but don’t suggest to be the only tour guide!

2) … but know about it yourself and care about your companions!

3) … and bring a compass or map!

4) … again! 

5) … but remember that the adventure’s success is not only up to you! 



THANK YOU, 
ADVENTURERS !

🎒



RADIESCHENFIEBER – „LEVI CELEBRATES“

Matthias 

Jungermann



QUESTIONNAIRE FOR GROUP DISCUSSIONS

1. Preparing a biblical text which I want to talk about with children, I am… 

a) looking for a surprising insight,    b) referring to material of qualified authors,  

c) expecting the children contribute the main inputs.

2. How would I describe the children’s bible which…

a) I grew up with? b) I use in children’s ministry? What do I like / don’t like about them?

3. Do I have a favorite biblical theme? 

Why? Am I tempted to highlight it too often connected to various biblical texts?

4. Do I remember a personal adventure with the bible in children’s ministry?

5. What do I think about the biblical adventures presented or others I know working with children?

6. What does it mean for me to become adventurous with the bible? 

Which ideas did I / do I have to become adventurous with the bible in children’s ministry?


